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Background on Morses Pond

ï105 acre (42 ha) manmade pond (1600s) in Wellesley, 
MA

ïAbout 72 acres (29 ha) of littoral zone, 50 ac (20 ha) 
targeted for plant control

ïDense Eurasian and variable water milfoil plus fanwort

ïLess dense curlyleaf pondweed and spiny naiad

ïOccasional water chestnut, some emergent invasives
too!

ïNative community of several pondweeds, waterweed, 
common naiad, coontail, water lilies (white and yellow)

ïMajor beach complex; swimming and non-motorized 
boating

ïAdjacent town wells for water supply

ïHomes on much of shoreline, access desired



Morses Pond Comprehensive Plan

ï2005, result of much 
collaboration

ïEducation and watershed 
actions to reduce 
contaminant loading 

ïP inactivation system to 
clean incoming storm 
water

ïDredging in north basin 
to increase detention time

ïMechanical harvesting to 
control rooted plants

ïHand harvesting to limit 
invading water chestnut



Phosphorus and Algae Control

ïP inactivation system installed in 2008

ïAdjustments over time in response to performance 
and opportunities

ïSystem in place since 2014 has worked very well
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Phosphorus and Algae Control

ïAlgae composition altered somewhat, but major 
change is just a reduction in abundance

ïZooplankton community is very desirable, fuels fish 
production


